


THE GOSPEL MINISTRY
Romans 15:14‑33
The personal is never out of place in the Christian faith. When the greatest of the Apostles writes his greatest letter, it will begin with a personal note of greeting, and will close with some very personal notes. The epilogue of this letter, which begins with our text, is just an extended personal word. It includes this word of personal explanation concerning his ministry, which takes up the rest of chapter fifteen; a personal word of commendation, which opens the last chapter; and a personal word of admonition, and a personal word of benediction which closes the letter. Our attention will center on the explanation.

Basically the word of explanation concerns his reason for writing this letter and the manner in which he has written it. Woven into the background of this explanation is a very helpful concept of the Gospel ministry. As the Apostle justified his role and explains his actions, he shares with us how he saw himself in relationship to the ministry. You will be able to understand the Apostle better if you will read carefully this word of explanation.

One of the weaknesses of the Christian movement in our day grows out of our lack of a clear concept of what we are doing. Until a man sees clearly his role as a minister of Jesus Christ, he will never conduct himself in the manner in which becomes the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Let us go with Paul behind his conduct and his conquest in the ministry to explore his concept.

THE GOSPEL MINISTRY IS A GIFT OF GRACE
In explaining the boldness with which he has addressed the Romans in this letter, the Apostle makes known this first fact about his ministry. "Nevertheless, brethren, I have written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me of God, that I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles.''

Being the minister of Jesus Christ is a grace privilege. This concept was dominant in the heart of Paul. He always considered himself to be unusually privileged that God had placed him in the ministry. He felt himself to be utterly unworthy of such a calling and privilege. He considered his place of service to be as much a matter of grace as his being saved. For this reason he uses the word "grace" as a synonym for his ministry in our text. He considered his privilege of being the minister of the Gospel to be a gift of God direct from the hand of God.

Every minister of the Gospel needs this as a part of his concept of ministry. For you who feel called into the ministry in some special way, this is especially true. Sometimes I sense that we may feel that we are doing God a favor by being a minister of the Gospel. This comes through when we talk about how much we gave up to serve in the ministry. A friend of mine in another state likes to tell how much he gave up to serve in the ministry. His testimony is very similar to mine. He said that he gave up looking directly into the face of an old mule from the north end when it was moving south. That is my testimony. This attitude also comes through when we talk about the hardships that are involved in the ministry of the Gospel. Let me remind you that the man who penned these words suffered much to be the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, yet he speaks of it as a grace privilege.

But you do not need to be on the staff of a church for this to be true. The ministry can never be confined in the professional staff. In a Biblical sense each believer in Jesus Christ should consider himself in the active Gospel ministry. Your place of Gospel ministry‑whether it be teaching in the Sunday School, visiting on an evangelism team, or singing the Gospel is a matter of pure grace. You should always approach your assignment like a privileged man.

THE GOSPEL MINISTRY IS A WORK FOR GOD
This is the second dominant theme in Paul's concept of the Gospel ministry. While on one hand he always considered it a gift God had given to him, on the other hand he looked upon it as involving a gift he would give to God. "That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the Gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Ghost.''

To catch the message of these verses, we must do a little word study. The word "minister'' is a special Greek word. This word was used of a man involved in a public ministry for a Greek state. However in the Greek translation of the Old Testament, this word was used of the priests or sacred servants of God. That Paul meant to give the word this kind of force here becomes clear when you look at the word translated "ministering". This word could be translated "sacrificing" for it has the idea of priestly activity.

We need to be careful of our language here. In a technical sense, a New Testament minister is never called a priest. The word is used figuratively in this context to call attention to Paul's concept of the ministry. He saw his ministry of the Gospel as involving his work for God. He felt that he was doing a work just as special and sacred before God as the Old Testament priest when he offered his special offerings in the temple of Solomon. Only with the Gospel ministry, instead of animals, he is using the good news of the Gospel, and is offering to God as a gift those that are won through the preaching of the Gospel.

Do you catch the spirit of this? When Paul shared the Gospel with unsaved men, he did it with the same sense of awe that filled the heart of the priest as he ministered in the temple. It was his work that he was offering to God as a gift. When the sinner placed his trust in Jesus Christ, with an expression of gratitude Paul lifts them up to God as a praise offering.

How do you see your ministry? To you, again, who have been called to some special aspect of the ministry, is it something you are doing out of a sense of duty, or do you offer it to God as an expression of your gratitude? To you lay-ministers, this can make such a difference. Do you go about your work of sharing the Gospel out of a sense of duty, or is it something that you are doing out of gratitude to the God who has given to you so much. Have you been able to offer to God some product of the Gospel as a praise offering recently? To be able to do this, is an act of worship of the highest joy. May God grant to each of you this glorious privilege soon. And He will if you will be faithful in sharing the Gospel.

THE GOSPEL MINISTRY IS A WORK OF CHRIST
This is the third important aspect of this concept of the Gospel ministry. While it was a work he would do before God like a priest, it was also a mighty work which Christ was doing through him.

"I have therefore whereof I may glory through Jesus Christ in those things which pertain to God. For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that round about unto Illyricium, I have fully preached the Gospel of Christ." This is so important. While there might be a place for Paul to glory in what he had done, he must always keep in mind a certain thing. He could not over‑look the truth that it was really a matter of Christ working through him to make the Gentiles obedient. While it was his lips that spoke the words of the Gospel, he also knew that it was the Holy Spirit who carried the words in a saving way to the hearts of the unbelievers. Apart from the demonstration of the power of the Holy Spirit
through His ministry there would be nothing of any consequences to report. In Paul's case, on occasion the Lord Jesus would even produce miracles through him to confirm the Gospel message ‑‑‑ but it was all the Lord!

To you who have been called to a full time Gospel ministry, this is a most important truth. It was a matter of some time before I learned this truth after entering the ministry. My concept was limited to my doing a work for God. I can remember the first time I preached the word of God after becoming aware that it was a work that Christ was doing through me.  O the joy of sensing that my life was actually an instrument in the hand of the heavenly Christ. It was the joy of joys!

For you lay ministers, it is no less true for you. Jesus Christ works through you through the power of the Holy Spirit who dwells in you. As long as your ministry can be explained by what you can do, it is not really a Gospel ministry in the New Testament sense. A true New Testament Gospel ministry involves the living Christ demonstrating through the life of the minister what God can do through a human life. This is a basic part of the Gospel ministry. It is a work of Christ for God.

What will such a concept of the ministry do for you? It will give courage to your work. This was the truth that started Paul into this discussion. He began by trying to explain to the Romans why he was so bold in his preaching and teaching. It went back to his sense of who he was and what he was doing. For a man to see himself in this sense should drive all timidity from his heart.

It will give the minister a spirit of conquest. This explains the bold plans that Paul shares with the Romans in the last verses of this chapter. How can a man who is fulfilling this type of ministry ever be content with the status quo. Surely he will have big ambitions and dreams. Surely he will always be reaching forward. He will never be content until the whole world is bowing at the feet of Jesus Christ in worship and obedience.

